


PARENTING IS 
MORE DIFFICULT



RAISING KIDS IS MORE COMPLICATED 
(due to technology)



seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything
pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of 
Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 

— 2 Peter 1:3



In every culture; at all times; the Bible is sufficient for 
salvation (life) and sanctification (godliness)

seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything 
pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of 
Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 

— 2 Peter 1:3

Difficult things are good! They force us to 
abandon the status quo and seek God’s 
Word!



The proper place for 
devices in our home.  
The Christian and Modern Culture Part 5



The proper place for 
devices in our home.

•God’s Proper Place: Prioritizing your Mind (1 Peter 1)

•God’s Proper Place: Prioritizing your Body (1 Cor 6:19-20)

•God’s Proper Place: Prioritizing your Family ( Deut. 6)



God’s Proper Place:
Prioritizing your Mind



Priority: 
Knowing 

God
godliness

Priority: 
Knowing 

the 
World

worldliness



Matrix #1: Christlikeness 
(Personal Holiness):
Devices influence on your personal holiness



Content: 

Knowing God

Prioritizing your mind

(sober-mindedness)

Actions (priorities in 

motion)

TV/

Theatre

Overwhelming 

majority of 

content is 

about 

knowing the 

World

TV/Movie Ratings

Content specific 

channels (DIY, FOOD, 

ESPN)

The mixed bag.

Ratings to avoid*

Channels to avoid

Just because it is funny 

doesn’t mean it is 

excusable. Just because 

it is short doesn’t mean 

it isn’t powerful

“A little leaven” 1 Cor 5:6



Film Ratings 
(Motion Picture Association of America)

•Movies can open our children’s eyes to new places, cultures and 
ideas, and parents have an important role in ensuring that 
experience is positive and enriching. They need the tools to 
decide what movies are suitable for their children to watch. From 
understanding how movie ratings work and have evolved with 
the times to helping parents find movies appropriate for their 
kids, we want to help make movie-going a positive experience in 
your family’s life.



Film Ratings 
(Motion Picture Association of America)

•Movie ratings provide parents with advance information about 
the content of movies to help them determine what’s 
appropriate for their children. After all, parents know best their 
children’s individual sensitivities and sensibilities. Ratings are 
assigned by a board of parents who consider factors such as 
violence, sex, language and drug use and then assign a rating 
they believe the majority of American parents would give a 
movie.



Film Ratings 
(Motion Picture Association of America)

•The ratings system was established by the MPAA in 1968. The 
Classification & Ratings Administration (CARA) hosts the rating 
board made up of an independent group of parents. CARA’s 
mission is to provide parents the tools they need to make 
informed decisions about what their children watch.



Cultural 
Applications!

•Our Culture is aware that it needs to protect children from certain 
content!

•Most likely, the consensus from the “board of parents” does not 
represent the biblical world-view that your family has.

• i.e. Your rating standard should be higher!

•There is no rating standard on most websites, YouTube videos etc. 
Why should be any less concerned than in 1968 when the MPAA 
established the rating system?







TV Parental Guidelines
(Based on the Movie Guidelines 
with more helpful content rating 
for younger children)



TV Parental Guidelines

•Does a program carry the same rating week after week?
Programs are rated by episode and, therefore, may carry 
a different rating based on the content.

•Why would a program be rated differently when being 
aired on different channels?
Programs are often edited for content when being aired 
on different channels and would be rated accordingly.



A Cultural Starting Point

•Where does the culture lean?

•Disciplining your mind.
•What ratings are automatically off limits for your family?
•Do you lead by example?

•“A little leaven” 1 Cor 5:6



Content: 

Knowing God

Prioritizing your 

mind (sober-mindedness)

Actions (priorities in motion)

Laptop/

PC/

Gaming

Work:

Entertainment:

Informational: 

God designed us for 

work

A fine line between 

Rest-investment and 

selfish-isolation

God designed us to be 

creative, but it's easy 

to become an out of 

control consumer.

We should Work! (Tech not an excuse) 

Don’t let work overtake your other 

priorities (God, family, rest)

Purpose: An investment. You can rest 

your mind/body, investing in yourself 

and others. An Escape. You can 

exhaust your mind/body and isolate 

yourself.

Set practical boundaries



Set Practical Boundaries
Stand firm therefore, HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH, and HAVING PUT

ON THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS,  Ephesians 6:14

• Set Time limits! 
Rest, knowledge of God, and service, etc. are more 
important than entertainment | There is a time and place 
| spend time with family, don’t allow yourself to be late, 
do your obligations first!
•Don’t Be Alone!
•Universal information contains both the universe of good and 

bad, sin. 
•Spouses have one another’s passcodes for all devices. Parents 

have access to children’s devices at any time. Devices should 
be used in family spaces, not in bedrooms.  



Content: 

Knowing 

God

Prioritizing your 

mind 
(sober-mindedness)

Actions (priorities in 

motion)

Mobile 

Device

Immensely 

convenient; 

Immensely 

distracting

With you 

everywhere, 

designed to 

“tailor nudge” 

you.

Requires an incredible 

amount of “sober-

mindedness” All the 

advantages and 

disadvantages of media at 

the palm of your hand.





Content: 

Knowing 

God

Prioritizing your mind 

(sober-mindedness)

Actions (priorities in motion)

APP 

#1

Bible 

App

Your Bible anywhere. 
Easy to search, 

highlight and note 

take.

Distractions are a tap 

away.

Allows for anytime 

reading.

May make Bible reading 

less intentional. “when I 

fit it in”



Knowing 

God

Prioritizing your 

mind (sober-mindedness)

Actions (priorities in motion)

APP #2 Social 

Media

Knowledge of the 

masses.

instant

easy response 

Who is physically with me? “proximity 

rule”

Where do I run for help?

What is my motivation?  …Am I self-

absorbed? # of likes, friends, etc.

What effect will this have on my 

testimony?

APP #3 Game Eradicate boredom, 

no time for 

meditation, learning 

patience, learning 

from others

Be intentional with games! They 

should be investments with others not 

a distraction from others.



Priority: 
Knowing 

God
godliness

Priority: 
Knowing 

the World
worldliness

Therefore, prepare your 

minds for action, keep 

sober in spirit, fix your 

hope completely on the 

grace to be brought to 

you at the revelation of 

Jesus Christ. 

— 1 Peter 1:13




